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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

This application is abandoned in view of: 



1 . El Applicant's failure to timely file a proper reply to the Office letter mailed on 05-02-03 . 

(a) □ A reply was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is after the expiration of the 

period for reply (including a total extension of time of month(s)) which expired on . 

(b) □ A proposed reply was received on , but it does not constitute a proper reply under 37 CFR 1.1 13 (a) to the final rejection. 

(A proper reply under 37 CFR 1.1 13 to a final rejection consists only of: (1) a timely filed amendment which places the 
application in condition for allowance; (2) a timely filed Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee); or (3) a timely filed Request for 
Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .1 14). 

(c) □ A reply was received on but it does not constitute a proper reply, or a bona fide attempt at a proper reply, to the non> 

final rejection. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a) and 1 .1 1 1 . (See explanation in box 7 below). 

(d) S No reply has been received. 

2. □ Applicant's failure to timely pay the required issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, within the statutory period of three months 

from the mailing date of the Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(a) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated 

), which is after the expiration of the statutory period for payment of the issue fee (and publication fee) set in the Notice of 

Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(b) □ The submitted fee of $ is insufficient. A balance of $ is due. 

The issue fee required by 37 CFR 1 .18 is $ . The publication fee, if required by 37 CFR 1.18(d), is $ _. 

(c) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, has not been received. 

3. D Applicant's failure to timely file corrected drawings as required by, and within the three-month period set in, the Notice of 

Allowability (PTO-37). 

(a) □ Proposed corrected drawings were received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is 

after the expiration of the period for reply. 

(b) □ No corrected drawings have been received. 

4. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by the attorney or agent of record, the assignee of the entire interest, or all of 

the applicants. 

5. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by an attorney or agent (acting in a representative capacity under 37 CFR 

1 .34(a)) upon the filing of a continuing application. 

6. □ The decision by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interference rendered on and because the period for seeking court review 

of the decision has expired and there are no allowed claims. 

7. □ The reason(s) below: 



Petitions to revive under 37 CFR 1.137(a) or (b), or requests to withdraw the holding of abandonment under 37 CFR 1.181, should be promptly filed to 
minimize any negative effects on patent term. 
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NOTICE OF OFFICE PLAN TO CEASE SUPPLYING COPIES OF CITED U.S. PATENT 
REFERENCES WITH OFFICE ACTIONS, AND PILOT TO EVALUATE THE 
ALTERNATIVE OF PROVIDING ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO SUCH U.S. PATENT 

REFERENCES 



Summary 

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (Office or USPTO) plans in the near future to: 

(1) cease mailing copies.of U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications (US patent 
references) with Office actions except for citations made during the international stage of an 
international application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty and those made during 
reexamination proceedings; and (2) provide electronic access to, with convenient downloading 
capability of, the US patent references cited in an Office action via the Office's private Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system which has a new feature called "E-Patent 
Reference." Before ceasing to provide copies of U.S. patent references with Office actions, the 
Office shall test the feasibility of the E-Patent Reference feature by conducting a two-month pilot 
project starting with Office actions mailed after December 1, 2003. The Office shall evaluate the 
pilot project and publish the results in a notice which will be posted on the Office's web site 
( www.USPTO.gov ) and in the Patent Official Gazette (O.G.). In order to use the new E-Patent 
Reference feature during the pilot period, or when the Office ceases to send copies of U.S. patent 
references with Office actions, the applicant must: (1) obtain a digital certificate from the Office; 

(2) obtain a customer number from the Office, arid (3) properly associate applications with the 
customer number. The pilot project does not involve or affect the current Office 1 practice of 
supplying paper copies of foreign patent documents and non-patent literature with Office actions. 
Paper copies of references will continue to be provided by the USPTO for searches and written 
opinions prepared by the USPTO for international applications during the international stage and 
for reexamination proceedings. 

Description of Pilot Project to Provide Electronic Access to Cited U.S. Patent 
References 

On December 1, 2003, the Office will make available a new feature, E-Patent Reference, in the 
Office's private PAIR system, to allow more convenient downloading of U.S. patents and U.S. 
patent application publications. The new feature, will allow an authorized user of private PAIR 
to download some or all of the U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications cited by an 
examiner on form PTO-892 in Office actions, as well as U.S. patents and U.S. patent application 
publications submitted by applicants on form PTO/SB08 (1449) as part of an IDS. The retrieval 
of some or all of the documents may be performed in one downloading step with the documents 
encoded as Adobe Portable Document format (.pdf) files, which is an improvement over the 
current page-by-page retrieval capability from other USPTO systems. 



references. The Office plans to continue to provide access to the E-Patent Reference feature 
during its evaluation of the pilot. 
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Comments concerning the E-Patent Reference feature should be in writing and directed to the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at the USPTO by electronic mail at eReference@uspto. gov or 
by facsimile to (703) 308-2840. Comments will be posted and made available for public 
inspection. To ensure that comments are considered in the evaluation of the pilot project, 
comments should be submitted in writing by January 15, 2004. 

Comments with respect to specific applications should be sent to the Technology Centers' 
customer service centers. Comments concerning digital certificates, customer numbers, and 
associating customer numbers with applications should be sent to the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at the USPTO by facsimile at (703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 

Implementation after Pilot 

After the pilot, its evaluation, and publication of a subsequent notice as indicated above, the 
Office expects to implement its plan to cease mailing paper copies of U.S. patent references cited 
during examination of non provisional applications onor after February 2, 2004; although copies 
of cited foreign patent documents, as well as non-patent literature, will still be mailed to the ; 
applicant until such time as substantially all applications have been scanned into IFW. 

For Further Information Contact 

Technical information on the operation of the IFW system can be fo ( und on the USPTO website, 
1 at http://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/ifw/index.html. Comments concerning the E-Patent 
Reference feature and questions concerning the operation of the PAIR system should be directed 
to the. EBC at the USPTO at (866) 21 7-9197. The EBC may also be contacted by facsimile at 
(703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 

Date. I ^ / t/p 1 l((JUlkh^ 

Nicholas P. Godici 
Commissioner for Patents 



REVISED AMENDMENT PRACTICE: 37 CFR 1.121 CHANGED 
COMPLIANCE IS MANDATORY - Effective Date: July 30, 2003 



All amendments filed on or after the effective date noted above must comply with revised 37 CFR 1.121. See Final 
Rule: Changes To Implement Electronic Maintenance of Official Patent Application Records (68 Fed Reg. 
3861 1 (June 30, 2003), posted on the Office's website at: http://www.u sDto.gov/web/patents/ifw/ 
with related information. The amendment practice set forth in revised 37 CFR 1.121, and described below, replaces 
the voluntary revised amendment format available to applicants since February 2003. NOTE: STRICT 
COMPLIANCE WITH THE REVISED 37 CFR 1.121 IS REQUIRED AS OF THE EFFECTIVE DATE (July 
30, 2003). The Office will notify applicants of amendments that are not accepted because they do not comply with 
revised 37 CFR 1.121 via a Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment, See MPEP 714.03 (Rev. 1, Feb. 2003). The non- 
compliant section(s) will have to be corrected and the entire corrected section(s) resubmitted within a set period. 

Bold underlined italic font has been used below to hig h light the maior differences between the revised 3 7 CFR 

1.121 and the voluntary revised amendment format (hat applic ants could use since February, 2003., 

Note: The amendment practice for reissues and reexamination proceedings, except for drawings, has not changed. 

REVISED AMENDMENT PRACTICE 

I. Begin each section of an amendment document on a s eparate sheet: 

Each section of an amendment document (e.g., Specification Amendments, Claim Amendments, Drawing 
Amendments, and Remarks) must begin on a separate sheet. Starting each separate section on a new page will 
facilitate the process of separately indexing and scanning each section of an amendment document for placement in an 
image file wrapper. 

II. Two versions of amended part(s) no longer required: 

37 CFR 1.121 has been revised to no longer require two versions (a clean version and a marked up version) ol 
each replacement paragraph or section, or amended claim. Note, however, the requirements for a clean 
version and a marked up version for «..hstit u te specifications under 37 CFR 1.125 have been retained. 

M Amendments to the claims: . . . 

Each amendment document that includes a change to an existing claim, cancellation of a claim or submission of a new 
claim must include a complete listing of all claims in the application. After each claim number in the listing the 
status must be indicated in a parenthetical expression, and the text of each pending claim (with markings to show 
current changes) must be presented. The claims in the listing will replace all prior claims in the appl.cat.on. 

(1) The current status of all of the claims in the application, including any previously canceled, not entered or 
withdrawn claims, must be given in a parenthetical expression following the claim number using only one of 
the following seven status identifiers: (original), (currently amended), (canceled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented) and (not entered). The text of all pending claims, including withdrawn claims, must 
be submitted each time any claim is amended. Canceled and not entered cteims must be indicated by only 
the claim number and status, without presenting the text of the claims. 

(2) The text of all claims h*in P crrentiv amended must be presented in the claim listing with mark.ngs to indicate 
the changes that have been made relative to the immediate prior version. The changes in any amended claim 
must be shown by underlining (for added matter) or strikethrough (for deleted matter) with 2 exceptions: (1 ) 
for deletion of five characters or fewer, dou ble brackets mnv he used (e.e.. fferoorlf); and (2) if 
strikethrough cannot be easily perceived ( e.e.. deletion of the number "4" or certain punctuation marks}, 
double brackets must be used (e.e../14 / n. As an alternative to using double brackets, however, extra 
nortinns of text may be included before a n d after text beinp deleted, all in strikethrough, followed by 
including and underlining the extra text with the d esired change (e.g.. nw*e*+e* number 14 as ).. An 
accompanying clean version is not required and should not be presented. Only claims of the status currently 
amended," and "withdrawn" that are being amended, may include markings. 

(3) The text of pending claims ™t h P in P currently amended , include withdrawn claims, must be presented in 
the claim listing in clean version, i.e., without any markings. Any claim text presented in clean version will 
constitute an assertion that it has not been changed relative to the immediate prior version except to omit 
markings that may have been present in the immediate prior version of the claims. 
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